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Jown life.

"“i was ﬂylﬁ ma; e
straigﬁ‘f after th“t ) i

The speaker: F‘rancis Gary Powers.
The time: Aug. 17, 1960. The place: the
Hall of the Columns of Trade Union House
in Moscow.

In almost the same words, Mr. Powers '

last week described his experienée nearly
two years ago when his U-2 photo-recon-
naissance plane was downed over Russian
soil. But although the story was similar,
the setting this time was far different.

When Mr. Powers appeared in the Hall ’

of Columns on his thirty-first birthday and
¢onfessed that he had, indeed, piloted a.
plane engaged in espionage actlvities over
‘Russia, he raised both military and morat
questlons in the U.S. In his best shoe-
pounding style, Russian Premier Nikita
Khrushchev expressed shock at the U.S.’s
air trespass; cancelled President Eisen-
hower’s trip to Russia; torpedoed a Paris
summit meeting; and threatened countries
with U.S. spy plane bases with retaliation.

But this was Khrushchev bluff and blus-
ter. What really concerned Americans
were such issues as: - i

Should Mr. Powers have blown up
the plane to keep it from falling into the
hands of the Russians?

Should he have killed himg
avoid capture and subsequent d
of espionage flights?

Should he have remained silent at
the trial instead of explaining in detail
about the flight, expressing sorrow over
his part in the affair and asking for
mercy?

The Debate Was On

These questions bothered Americans in
1960. A New York City luncheonette coun-
terman said Mr. Powers was ‘“a traitor
to his country. He was paid to keep his
mouth shut and he talked.’” The national
commander of the American Legion said,
‘‘Powers served his country badly. ... We
are left with the impression that there
was more of the mercenary in him than
the patriot.”

In the pilot’s home town of Pound, Va.,
opinion was divided. A Pound theater
manager said, “He had to tell the truth

. there was nothing else the man could
do ” A less sympathetic college student
said, “His testimony doesn’t sound as |
American as I think It should pe.” Many -
Americans felt thaf ,ihe high pay Mr.
Powers received—$2, wj a month—-—carrle‘%

with it an obligatiof™$8 remain silent
captured, even, sorﬁé#ald to take h

) jnate,
Ll teast ™

told the ‘Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee, “‘Otie thifjg I always remembered

while I was th&re~that was that I was an

American,” tie pRcked Senate caucus
-room hurst inth applause. His employer,
' the super-secret Céfitral Intelligerice Agen-

cy (CIA), said: “Mt. Pwers lived up to

the terms of his employrnent . . . and his
. obligations as Amerlqan ”

At the heariflg, Powers once again

‘ descrlw the #U4 incident”’—his
on M 1960, hi§ trouble with ‘
. matic ; ot mside the Russian bofder, the

explosion he *heafd dnd felt” as he

: neared the city of ‘Sverdlovsk. .
“For a short time theére, I don’t kno
how long, time had to theaning,” he t.ol
. the Senafors.
Thep, with @ model of the U-2, h&mm

. onsraker howllhe plane began to spiral '

dowrwhird, .
small .coc

it He destribed W
openéd the hne’s canopy .
loosened his sefit belt, tore himsé}
from his oxygeh hose, and haileg
about 34,000 fedt.

As he parachuted down, the pllot con-
tinued, he rembved a tiny, poison-filled
pin from a coin where it had been secreted
and dropped it in his pocket, hoping it
would be overlooked when he was
searched. He Had been given the pin to
use “if you wart to,” but the CIA hadn’t
ordered him to kill him f.

When he landed, he s

out at

another para-

the time, he t
a stage of a roc
. his plane. -

After his caffure, he was searched and
the poison pin Was found. For the first
several days, hff wag questioned for 10 to
12 hours daily. Then mterrogation periods
became shorter as the trial date néared.
Finally, he wa§ givén whole week ends
away from questions.

What Hit Him?
The Senators askéd him:

pught’ it might have been
ket that could have struck

Could a Russian anti-aircraft missile

have clipped the U-2% He didn’t know.
Had he been given any instructions on
the course of cgnduct he was to follow in
case of capture? The pilot read from a
baper a set of instructions. It contained
three points:
1. If evasion is not fea51b1
ture appears imminent, pilots

and cap-
ghould sur-

render without resistance and adopt a co-. "

| operative g
‘ 5‘2 A‘t’
‘ th.eir cagmrs pilots will eqnduct them-

1th dignity and maintain a respect-
ful ‘attitude toward their superiors.
““3. Pilots will be instructed that they

t;uue toward their captors.

| are perfectly free to tell the full truth |

{ about their misgion with ‘the excent%
-ﬁDP 1
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chute in the airf some distance away. At '

" mlsta e in flying ovg

,aample ‘What

mes while in the custody of -

to admit cugrem: ‘CIA employ«
. ment, and to make no attempt to depy
the nature of their mission.”

Quizzed on the Tr

 The Senators aleg as}&ed about Mr.
Powers’ deportmentu rlal “You
were quoted in the préss aving stated
at your trial that yoy b ad magde a terrible
i8la and apolo-
ple .and would
a misquota-

g mo the Russia
Ever™do it again.
“#jon or did you make
L our trial?”

M, Powers e rﬂphed’1 %a that wasnt
"8 misquotation. ¥ was easy to say I was
’Sorry because what I meant by saying that
d what I wajited thém to think I. fmeant
*“’%s quite different. My main sorrgw was
at the mission failed, and I wak sorry
gl}E!iat; I was there, and it was causthg a lot
“-of adverse publicity to the States. But, of
- course, some of ‘these things I couldn’t
- say In that statefhent.”
: 3 gestimony left some mil-
11 unanswered. For ex-
of weapon caused the
rt did the second para-
v did. the Russums ‘track

#gexplosion? W
.chute play?
the U-2?
’ And Mr. Powers’ appearance before the
committee did not answer ghe quest.,}on of
. Why the CIA didn’t mentlon its instruc-
jpns at the tinde of Mr. Powers’ ‘trial.
he clean bill of health given him ¥§ CJA
hvestigators meant that Mr. Powers; sgll
CIA employe, could collect some $50,000
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Black Star

ACCEPTED: Francis Gary “;Powers%reported to his.boss, the (;IA,
then faced the Senate Armed Services Committee. His long awaited
answers were accepted. He had done his duty, the CIA concluded.
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